Underlying the analysis is a complex conceptual/theoretical issue which centres on how the phenomena examined are generally invisible. This reveals the power of the dominant ideological assumptions that underpin these developments.
There has been considerable variation in popular attitudes in Britain towards the military over the last four hundred years or so. From the seventeenth century onwards there has been a persistent hostility amongst the British populace to the notion of a 'standing army' [i.e. a permanent army under the direct control of the monarch] (Christie, 1982) . Reliance for national defence was placed primarily upon naval supremacy (Robson, 1957) . Nevertheless, in the eighteenth century, as the British Empire emerged globally, recruitment to the navy was often forced using the institution of 'press ganging' sailors at the main Channel ports in the south of England (Bromley & Ryan, 1970 ).
Britain's post-Napoleonic Empire was rooted in overwhelming global naval superiority (Best, 1982) . There remained popular hostility towards the army such that by 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, Britain possessed a very small army (Beloff, 1984) . Indeed, unlike the other major powers in Europe like Germany, France, Russia and Austria-Hungary, Britain did not rely on mass conscription prior to the outbreak of hostilities. The two World Wars in the twentieth century witnessed widespread [almost universal] conscription (Parker, 1979) . At the end of both wars, there was a strong reaction against military values involving the growth of both internationalism and pacifism, especially amongst those on the left of the political spectrum. By the 1960s, military values and, pari passu, the military itself were generally unpopular in Britain (Marwick, 1988 and Forster, 2012) . However, over recent decades there has been a concerted effort by successive British Governments, as well as by the military itself, to promote the armed services and to legitimize the near-permanent state of war.
This has been evident across a wide range of contexts. In 2006, the Government initiated Sport, and association football in particular, has been at the epicentre of these developments. This paper describes these changes both in terms of national sporting events but also at the more local level. By so doing, the paper reveals how sport and the military are increasingly intertwined in contemporary Britain.
The Empirical Research
The paper explores the relationship between football and the military in contemporary
Britain. This has become significantly closer in recent years and can be seen as part of an increasing incorporation of the military within mainstream British culture and society. Much of this process is situated within longstanding historical cultural, political and social templates.
Unlike the United States, the process is largely implicit and part of a deeply sedimented, taken-for-granted wider set of ideological assumptions about British life and British nationalism. The research was conducted in 2014 and 2015 and included ethnographic fieldwork primarily in the north west of England. It involved twenty interviews and a series of observations at a range of football sites, some of which were captured in the photographs used in the main body of the text. These photographs are an important element in the argument put forward in the paper and represent an example of the increasing use of visual data in contemporary sociological discourse (Rose, 2007 and Pink, 2012) . As Jay noted in 1993, the visual has been marginal to social science until comparatively recently. Over the last twenty years, sociologists and ethnographers have increasingly incorporated visual materials into their overall research strategies (Margolis & Pauwels, 2011) . Such ocular data can be generated relatively easily nowadays using digital cameras, camcorders and mobile [cell] phones. Visual data have featured more commonly within the sociology of sport than in sociological analyses of the military (see Hockey & Allen-Collinson, 2006 and Chaplin, 2011) . This paper involves a combination of the two, albeit through the use of nine photographs. The underlying theoretical stance of the paper involves the application of the conceptual framework associated with the 'Annales' School of structuralist history (Braudel, 1949 and Duby, 1973) . This emphasizes three separate arenas for analysis: long-term 'structures', shorter-term 'conjunctures' and immediate 'events'.
Recent Sociological Literature on Sport and the Military
The preponderance of recent sociological literature on the relationship between sport and the military has originated from the United States. Over the past two decades social scientists have highlighted the growing relationship between the entertainment industries and the military in the USA, which has been particularly prominent in the sphere of sport (Butterworth, 2012) . In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, sport and the media have cultivated (Silk, 2012) . In 2011 NBC commemorated the tenth anniversary of 9/11 with a special Sunday Night Football programme which witnessed the unrolling of an American flag the size of the entire field of play. New York Fire Department fire fighters, New York Police Department personnel and members of the armed services lined up on the field between the professional football players themselves and Robert de Niro eulogized the civilian victims of 9/11. Subsequently the crowd chanted "USA! USA!" and George W. Bush came onto the field and flipped the coin to determine ends. This was followed by a highly emotional performance of the 'Star Spangled Banner' (Fischer, 2014) .
Various American authors have produced conceptual schemes of ever-increasing complexity to capture these phenomena in the USA. Hertz (1997) The analysis of the growing relationship between football and the military in Britain presented here is deliberately neutral as to whether these are desirable phenomena. Rather it takes a broadly Weberian (Weber, 1949) stance: what is of interest sociologically is that the relationship has happened and continues to develop and that, in the main, it has received very little comment in Britain from either social scientists (the main exception has been
Mason and Reidi's recent study of the historical relationship of sport and the military (2010) or from general commentators and pundits. Indeed, it is this very silence that is of central interest in this analysis. The paper is restricted to an analysis of football. There are important links between other sports and the military in Britain -most notably that involving rugby union. However, these are beyond the scope of the present analysis. Nonetheless, football remains the most important and popular sport in contemporary Britain, both in terms of participation and of support.
The Triangular Relationship of Monarch, Church and the Military in Britain
The connection between the military and football in Britain is deeply sedimented within broader taken-for-granted cultural, political and social relationships which have powerful historical antecedents. Indeed, the entwining of football and the armed services is part of a wider triadic relationship that sits at the core of British nationalism and of dominant notions Final hymn sung since 1927 -was both his and his wife's favourite (see Russell, 2008 and Nannestad, 2010) . This was introduced into the repertoire and choreography of successive Hobsbawn & Ranger, 1983) . Weber defined the nation as unified around memories of a common political destiny, central to which was war: indeed, societies remember the past through very specific constructs, within which warfare has been pivotal (Connerton, 2000) .
Images of the past also serve to legitimate the present social order. This became increasingly apparent in 2014 with extensive commemorations of the start of World War I, particularly on BBC television and radio. has been an integral part of the British armed services since the game's inception in the last third of the nineteenth century (Fuller, 1991) .
The Crisis of Legitimacy
During the 1970s, crowds at Wembley became increasingly reluctant to sing either the hymn 'Abide with Me' or the National Anthem. Often they would drown these out with their own songs such as 'You'll Never Walk Alone' when Liverpool were one of the finalists. Pop stars like Rod Stewart were brought out to try and engage with the fans without any evident success. This was part of a general distrust of traditional exhibitions of patriotism associated with the rebellious late 1960s and 1970s (see Garvy, 2007 and Gildea, Mark & Warring, 2013) .
It also had a strong class and ethnic element which still is in evidence when certain England players conspicuously fail to sing the National Anthem before international fixtures. Such is the level of ideological routinization that these features no longer merit comment.
Football's show case end of season match is celebrated amidst the monarch (or her representative), the military and the communal singing of religious and patriotic/nationalistic songs. In a real sense, the nation is re-imagined (Anderson, 1983) , re-created and celebrated anew but within tightly circumscribed parameters. However, as always at such occasions, there is a profound ambiguity as to which nation (or nations) is being evoked. Is it Britain or England or both? The monarch herself represents both as does the National Anthem, whilst the Welsh Guards clearly represent another part of the U.K. and not England, a complexity enhanced by the fact that major Welsh football teams feature in the F.A. Cup competition itself. This ambiguity is a longstanding feature of British nationalism, forged as it was in the eighteenth century amidst military conflict with France at a time of burgeoning imperial ambitions (Colley, 1992) .
Football and the Military: Local Links
The increasing links between football and the military in Britain can also be seen clearly at a more local level at specific English professional football clubs. Bolton Wanderers, for instance, 
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In 2013 the club also created a new Duke of Lancaster Regiment Suite within their stadium.
This was based on a desire to recognize the dead in recent years from the local Regiment, many of whom had been Wanderers' supporters. In the words of the club's chaplain, Phil (Purcell & Gething, 1996) . This paralleled earlier examples of footballers joining the army as volunteers in 1914 and 1915 (see Foley, 2007 Terret & Mangan, 2012 and McCrery, 2014) , most notably the Footballers' Battalion (the 17 th ) of the Middlesex Regiment which saw action at the Battle of the Somme in 1916 and incurred heavy casualties (Riddoch & Kemp, 2011) .
Remembrance and Nationalism
Remembrance itself is situated within broad tropes of British nationalism. The commemorating of the sacrifices made in successive World Wars is intimately connected to the victories in these conflicts. The addition of successive wars to the litany of sacrifice serves also to incorporate them into this broad commemorative matrix (King, 2015) . However, many of Britain's military engagements since 1945 have been far less successful and some, notably the invasion of Suez in 1956, were disasters politically and failed to achieve their military aims.
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have been increasingly seen as mistakes by the majority of the British population and in many respects as failures (see Hines, Gribbler, Wesley, Dandeker & Fear, 2015) . Currently, at the time of writing, the British Government is in the process of launching a war in Syria, despite strong popular hostility. 
Conclusions
The phenomena outlined in this paper and illustrated by the photographic evidence that has been included reveal a powerful and burgeoning link between English football and the military. Much of it remains invisible in the main, scarcely worthy of comment in most cases within the media. This raises important theoretical and conceptual issues. How can one interpret phenomena that are both invisible and present? Discourse analysis (see Gee, 1999 and Wooffit, 2005) Nonetheless, despite the fact that Britain has been in an almost permanent state of war since a seminal moment in the relationship between the military and wider British society (Middlebrook, 2012) . The television pictures from Goose Green and the assault on Stanley rendered the war immediate and graphic to the population back in the UK. It is interesting to note that in the early years of teaching by one of the authors at Lancaster University, the Falklands War stood out as the only political issue where students came to blows with each other. The Falklands War represented a turning point in public perceptions of Britain's military. This has been ratcheted up further as a result of the Iraq and Afghan Wars. The paradox is that whilst these wars have become increasingly unpopular (Hines, Gribbler, Wesley, Dandeker & Fear, 2015) , the military have become more and more centre stage in Britain.
The pervasive power of such ideological hegemonic assumptions renders the phenomena examined in this paper for the most part invisible. They embody a scopic regime that is simply not seen by most participants and audiences in English football. In a real sense, these phenomena which are highly visual have been rendered culturally and politically invisible. Are these phenomena new? In certain respects the present conjuncture represents a new phase in the complex and ambiguous structural relationship between the military and popular sentiment in Britain (King, 2015) . In the case of football there has been an increasing interpenetration of the two institutional spheres. However, these developments also represent a return to an earlier relationship between the two which was evident during the This has been progressively reversed since the Falklands War and the phenomena analyzed in this paper reveal some of its central features in the sphere of football.
